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What’s the LIMS about?
(https://www.lettere.unitn.it/en/3298/interdepart
mental-laboratory-memory-andsociety-lims) 
• LIMS is an Interdepartmental Laboratory which was founded in 2022 

and is co-managed by the Department of Humanities and the 
Department of Sociology of the University of Trento.

• It offers a platform for innovative research activities, stemming from 
the dialogue between the humanities and the social sciences. The 
respective departments have longstanding traditions and reputations 
of excellence in cultural sociology and cultural trauma, and in 
the mnemohistory and anthropology of the ancient world. The lab 
brings these interests and expertise together in research seminars, 
workshops, supervision and publications, with a 
constant commitment in outreach, dissemination and education.



Inaugural round table
‘What is memory?’

16 Dec. 2022

with Sarah Gensburger, 
Francesco Mazzucchelli, 
Mario Panico, and LIMS 
UniTn members.



2 inaugural lectures in 2023
A. Assmann, Transformations of the 
European Dream, 3 March 

K.-J. Hoelkeskamp, Futures Past. 
Augustus and the Power of Memory



Main topics and disciplines involved
(at present stage)

• Two main LIMS ‘souls’: historical and sociological

• Main topics: forms of constitution and transmission of social memory
in ancient as well as contemporary societies; relationship between
memory and history/historiography; mnemohistory of the ancient 
world; anthropology of oral tradition; war commemoration and war 
trauma from antiquity to today; public monumentality and spaces; 
ethnic identity; migration and conflict; cultural trauma; de-
commemoration and de-colonization

• Further collaborations within the University of Trento are in progress 
with other disciplinary areas: legal anthropology; transitional justice; 
psychology; literature and media



Past and present activities

• Workshops, lectures, and conferences

• Curricular course ‘Memory studies and history’ for Master students
(taught by G. Proietti at the Dept. of Humanities since 2019), with a 
multi-disciplinary angle and a couple of guest lectures each year

• MA dissertations

• Methodological seminars for PhD students

• Informal lunch seminars

• Networking and outreach, both on a local and an international scale



LIMS MA thesis in 2022/2023 and 2023/2024
(supervisor: G. Proietti), for instance:

• ‘From Ars Oblivionis to Forgetting Studies: forms of de-
commemoration in Greek antiquity and today’ 

• Ernesto De Martino’s religious anthropology meets memory studies: 
tarantism in Southern Italy’s cultural memory

• War, literature, and memory in Japan: Yoko Ogawa’s narrative(s) of 
trauma

• De-colonizing Classics: the transformations of Medea’s myth in the 
second half of the 20° century

• The public commemoration of the war dead as an antidote to war 
trauma in 5° century Athens



LIMS guest lectures in 2023



LIMS lunch 
seminars 2023 

In each seminar, two scholars from
different disciplinary backgrounds discuss
about their research activities and
scientific experiences revolving around
memory: topics under discussion range
from European memory and migration to
oral tradition and anthropology, from
religious symbols to professional images,
from museums to public discourse, from
magic to literature.

These seminars take place only in
presence. They are conceived as informal
roundtables aimed at triggering lively
interdisciplinary debates, and are open to
anyone interested.



Outreach
• Local scale

- Partnership and participation, Decolonizing Colonial
Heritage, War Museum Rovereto, 8-9 June 2023

- Partnership and participation, 4° Living Memory 
Festival, Trentino Alto-Adige Region, 15-29 Jan. 2024; 
17 Jan. 2024: Memory and Fake News: Defending Facts, 
a dialogue between Jadwiga Pinderska-Lech, head of 
the publishing house of the Museum of Auschwitz 
Birkenau, and Giorgia Proietti, LIMS coordinator

• International scale

- Sponsorship and participation, 7° annual Memory    
Studies Association Conference ‘Communities and 
Change’, Newcastle, 3-7 July 2023



• LIMS internships

Starting from spring 2024, the LIMS will offer two-month internships to 
advanced MA and PhD students from Universities from Italy and 
abroad. 

4 internships per year:

- 2 spring internships (April-May) Application deadline: 30 Jan. 

- 2 fall internships (Oct.-Nov.) Application deadline: 30 Jul. 

https://webmagazine.unitn.it/news/lettere/118601/lims-internships

CALL OPEN !!!

Future activities



• LIMS International Conference ‘Searching for memory between the mind and the 
world’

Trento, 28-30 Aug. 2024. Organizers: G. Proietti, T. van de Putte. 
Confirmed speakers: B. Bevernage, A. Cordonnier, S. Gensburger, W. Kansteiner, H. Obermair, J. Olick, J. 
Sutton, J. Yamashiro

https://webmagazine.unitn.it/news/lettere/117855/searching-for-memory-between-
the-mind-and-the-world

• LIMS Summer School in Memory Studies

Trento, 26-31 Aug. 2024, including classes, guided tour to Bolzano (fascist and post-
fascist architecture and contested urban sites), and Rovereto (War Museum and War 
Memorial), data sessions, debates, and attendance of the LIMS international
conference.
Convenors: G. Bartolini, F. Frizzera, H. Obermair, G. Proietti, 

T. van de Putte, D. Salerno, J. Yamashiro

CALL OPEN !!!

CALL OPENING SOON


